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NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION DAV

Chair of the Political Science Department Melinda Mueller talks the importance of voting.

OVC VOLLEYBALL PLAY UNDERWAY

A sneak peak at the Eastern volleyball team's conference play for the season.
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Circus to be held at Doudna Tuesday
By Ryan Meyer
Multimedia Reporter I@DEN_news
An evening of acrobatics and live music
will take place in the Dvorak Concert Hall
in the Doudna Fine Arts Center on Tuesday evening at 7:30 by way of "Le Cirque
Esprit."
Performing will be the Boston Circus
Guild and the band CORDIS.
Dennis Malak, the director of programming, publicity and promotion for Doudna,
described the event as a multimedia performance of circus and live music.
"It brings together the kind of unique
identity of American circus and it pairs it
with contemporary music , there's going
to be a huge light rig brought in for this,
some aerial work, it's kind of a one-of-akind thing, it's not done often," Malak said.
"Most times you'll see things performed to
tracks, but this is with live music."
Artist Management, "Le Cirque Esprit has
established a unique identity in American
circus by framing the picneering contemporary music of CORDIS under a spectacular
tapestry of lights, acrobatics, aerial work."
Malak also mentioned some of the acts
and skills the performers would be doing, all
above the live music of CORDIS.
"They're going to have a balancing act,
some silks, where they climb and do silk
work, they'll do some juggling, contortion,
aerial hoops, things like that," Malak said.
"So it's a really big production that will be
just overall entertaining with really high
quality new music performed underneath it."
The group has their own setup that they
are able to bring to their shows in order to
adapt to venues that might not be able to
provide everything a traveling aerial circus
requires. The process of setting everything
up begins Monday night and leads into a
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"Le Cirque Esprk will perform at the Dounda Fine Arts Center Thursday at 7:30 p.m. The performance will feature a "tapestry of lights, acrobatics (and) aerial work" according the Doudna's website.

morning of rehearsals and a master class.
"This company bought everything it
needed to sustain itself anywhere," Malak
said. "So they're going to be bringing in all
the stuff, we're going to be setting it up tonight in anticipation of the event, and then
we'll be setting up a little bit more tomorrow, probably going through some rehears-

als, we'll have a master class at 11 tomorrow
morning, and then we will have the show at
7:30."
Anyone can enjoy the high-flying feats,
Malak said, and many will, judging by the
encouraging ticket sales.
"It should be a really cool, kind of spectacular event," Malak said. "Really big, fam-

ily, fun for everyone, any age. Tickets are going fast for us, so we're really excited about
that."
Tickets are $20 for general admission, $15
for Eastern employees and $10 for students.
Ryan Meyercan be reached at 581-2812orat
rameyer@eiu.edu.

Meet the Panhellenic Council president Faculty Senate

set for Tuesday
afternoon

By Kyara Morales-Rodriguez
Associate News Editor I@DEN_news
College is a time where students can learn
lots of valuable lessons and skills in and out
of the classroom. For many, college can be
the opportunity to learn what it takes to be
a leader.
In fact, that is what the president of Panhellenic Council, Karen Gonski, has learned
during her time at Eastern.
Karen Gonski is a senior majoring in psychology and human services in pursuit of a
career as a social worker.
Panhellenic Council is a council made up
of nine of the 26 Greek-letter sororities who
belong to the National Panhellenic Conference. Panhellenic Council's mission is to develop and maintain sorority life and intersorority relations.
"My position entails me working with
all nine chapter presidents closely to make
sure sorority life succeeds," Gonski said. "I
also have an executive board I look over and
delegate tasks for the entire community to
prosper off of. In short, my position sup-

Staff Report I @DEN_ news
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Karen Gonski is the 2021 president of the Panhellenic Council.

ports all Panhellenic chapters on campus
to make sure we are performing to our best
standards."
Gonski has been a part of Panhellenic
Council since her freshman year and is also
a member of the Kappa Delta sorority.
"I was drawn to PHC because I wanted to

help the greater good of the community and
see how Greek life as a whole could thrive,"
Gonski said. "I knew that I wanted to run
for President after my first year on PHC because it was such a good experience!"

GONSKI, page 2

Faculty Senate is set to meet Tuesday in
the Witters Conference room in Booth Li-.
brary beginning at 2 p.m.
The Senate will hear from Vice President
of Student Affairs Anne Flaherty during the
meeting. She will speak from 2:30 p.m. to
3:30 p.m.
They will also discuss connecting more
with academic departments and faculty.
The Senate will hear from Vice President
of Academic Affairs Jay Gatrell as well, as
scheduled in to each meeting.
Committee reports will be given by the
executive committee, the elections and
nominations committee, the student and
staff relations committee, the faculty forum
committee and the awards committee.
Th.e News Staff can be reached at 581-2812
or at dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
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By Luke Taylor
News Editor I@DEN_news
National Voter Registration Day is
a civic holiday with the purpose of educating people on voting and encouraging
them to get registered.
According to U.S. census data &om
2020, up to 1 in 4 Americans are not registered to vote.
Activists and educators can use this day
to hold events to help people get registered for voting. This year, it happens on
Sept. 28.
Melinda Mueller, the chair of Ea.stem's
political science depamnent, said that voting is imponant to give a citizen's preferred politician a chance.
"We have seen some incredibly close
elections where outcomes definitely come
down to a handful of votes, so every vote National Voter Registration Day is held annually on Sept. 28.
does count. As citizens, we get to cast our
ballots," Mueller said. "We don't always matter.
should get involved in voicing your opin"win," but if we stop voting, our favored
Those fears may come from rumors ion, and learn about potential reforms,"
candidates, panies, or policies will never about voter fraud. Mueller said that evi- Mueller said.
have a chance."
dence does not support thooe rumors.
Many political activists put a lot of foMueller also talked about how local
"Political Scientists and other research- cus on encouraging people to get regiselections are just as important as nation- ers find that while fraud sometimes odsts, tered to vote. Registering has gotten easiit's often a wash in the end, with no pref- er in recent years as states have made webal ones.
In ~liege towns like Charleston, uni- . erence to a particular candidate or par- sites so that people don't have to go in perversities like Eastern can have a huge sway ty when you look at the entire nation," son or send physical mail to get registered.
in local elections because the student body Mueller said. "The Help America Vote
In Illinois, the voter registration applimakes up a huge pan of the population.
Act was pa=d in 2002 to improve traincation can be found at ova.elections.ii.gov.
"Imagine if we had a student on the ing of poll workers, to upgrade voting maThis page also includes a link to double
city council-might we have different chines and voter registration, and to mini- check if you have already registered.
priorities or policies?" Mueller said. "Just mize problems with recounts."
To get registered online, all you need
being able to have a student's voice repOther worries about voting come from beyond basic information is your Illinois
resented locally could make a big differ- aitiques of the electoral college.
Driver's license or Illinois State ID nwnence."
Mueller said that being vocal with ber, the date the license or ID was issued
In recent years, many people have thooe aitiques could be beneficial.
and the last four digits of your social securaised concerns about the voting process
"The Electoral College is not a per- rity nwnber.
and fears that their votes don't actually fect system, but ifyou care about this, you
Once your application has been ap-
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proved, you'll be mailed your voter ID

card.
However, voting is not the only way to
get involved with local or national politics.
Mueller recommended getting involved right on Eastern's campus.
"Read multiple sources of high-quality
news to learn more about politics. Get involved in campus political orgariliations,"
Mueller said. "The Political Science Association is a nonpanisan RSO that disrusses and debates politics and policy, and
they also help out with registration drives
and voter education. If you have a political party preference or an issue you care
deeply about, get involved in an RSOor create one!"

Luke Taylor can be reached at 58 728 72 or at egtaylor@eiu.edu.
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Being a student leader, however, has not come without challenges for Gonski. She said that one of
the biggest challenges she has faced
as a student leader is balanang ·who
she is as president of Panhellenic
Council and who she is as Karen.
"Being a leader is hard because
it's not always about doing the fun
thing, it's about doing the right
thing," Gonski said.
According to Gonski, being a
leader means having to make tough
decisions, decisions one's peers may
not always agree with, but it hasn't
all been challenging. She has also
learned a lot of valuable skills as
president of Panhellenic Council.
Being a leader has taught Gonski skills such as networking, public
speaking, timeliness and organization, skills that she said will come
in handy in the future.
"Being a leader has also taught
me how to work with a diverse
group of people," Gonski said. "I

Sports Designer
AdamTumino
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"Being a 1·eader has also taught me how to work
with a diverse group of people. I love working
with all of the chapters on campus and making
sure each of their voices are heard and they are
comfortable with the decisions we make. At the
end of the day, no matter what letters are on
our chest, we all come together to support our
community to make sure we are successful."
-Karen Gonski, Panhellenic Council President
love working with all of the chapters on campus and making sure
each of their voices are heard and
they are comfortable with the decisions we make. At the end of the
day, no matter what letters are on
our chest, we all come together to
support our community to make
sure we are successful."
As a "social butterfly" who loves
to meet new people, Gonski loves
sharing her experiences with Greek
life and how it has changed her
life for the better with students on

campus.
"Because of my organization
and Panhellenic, I have changed so
much throughout college," Gonski said. "Surrounding yourself with
people who love, care for you, and
support you during a time as vulnerable as college is exactly what
-you need in order to grow into the
young adult you are meant to be."
She said she also hopes that she
helps students see what Greek life
truly is, not the stereotype it is often viewed as.

"With social media's influences
being as strong as they are, I want
our student body to know that we
are much different from the stereotypical things they may see," Gonski said. "We truly strive to have a
positive representation on campus
by volunteering on and off campus, maintaining above average
GPAs, and being involved in many
RSOs."
Her advice to Eastern students is
simple: "Go for EVERY opportunity presented to you!"
"This may be in your respective chapter, Panhellenic, or other RSOs on campus," Gonski said.
"You will not regret it! Greek life
prepares you for real world experiences and the rest of your college
career. Don't miss an opportunity
that may change your life. I know
I can say the positions I've held in
both my chapter and Panhellenic
has prepared me for my next steps
after graduation!"

Kyara Mora/es-Rodriguez can be
reached at 58 7-28 72 or knmoralesrodriguez@eiu.edu.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Register
to vote
Sept. 28 is National Voter Registration
Day, a nonpartisan civic holiday that is observed to celebrate our democracy.
During this time, we at the Daily Eastern
News want to take this time to emphasize
the importance of registering to vote.
According to U.S. Census data from 2020,
one in four Americans are eligible, but not
registered, to vote. In order to make sure our
democracy runs efficiently, it is important to
register to vote.
Voting is one important way that we can
use our voices and participate in our democra,cy. We can decide the government officJals
who will be representing us, our concerns
and our ideas .
Our ability to vote goes beyond deciding
who our presidents and representatives will
be. We can also vote on issues we care about,
voting on issues that affect housing, education, employment, healthcare and more.
Voting is also an opportunity to use our
voice to help those who can't. With your
vote, you have the power to stand up for the
issues that could impact future generations,
generations of citizens who are not able to
vote yet.
Though registering to vote itself is an important act, when election time rolls around,
it is important to be well-informed on the
candidates and issues you are voting on.
Also, it is important to vote on elections
at all levels: primary, general and local. With
our vote, we can help make the changes
that will affect nationwide, but also close to
home.
You can register to vote in Illinois online
at https:/ / ova.elections.ii.gov.

Quote of the Day:

"Talk is cheap, voting is free; take
it to the polls."
Nanette L. Avery

BY NICK PAUL

Friendship and ADHD is harder than you think
Before I go into this, I'm going to let you
know that not every person with ADHD is
like me, and I'm not like them. We're all
different, and some people may have traits
of ADHD without having ADHD. People
are so diverse that it's impossible to put everyone in a box. So, I'm only speaking on
my own experiences and no one else's.
I was diagnosed with ADHD in April of
2021. When most people think of ADHD,
they think that I just have trouble focusing
and sitting still. I thought that for a long
time too. But after seeing patterns and getting diagnosed, I can tell you that lack of
focus and distractions are the absolute least
of my worries .
One of my biggest struggles with ADHD
is with friendship degradation mechanics.
That's a big phrase, but it's a simple concept. If you didn't talk to someone at all for
months, or even a year, would you still consider them your friend? The answer might
be no.
However, because of a distortion in my
friendship degradation mechanics due
to ADHD, I wo\ild still consider them a
friend. I could strike up a conversation and
it would feel like we've been talking for lon-

·· ~ Ian Stobaugh
ger than we really have.
Another thing that I deal with is object
permanence. You may be thinking of babies and how if they can't see an object, it
doesn't exist to them. I experience something like that, but not really. I know things
exist, but if I can't see it, I forget about it.
This also happens with people, and it's so
frustrating to keep up with.
I forget people exist. I have people I've
left on read or unopened for weeks. But 99
percent of the time, it isn't because I don't
want to talk with them. When I remember
them (usually from seeing something they
might like) , I then have to explain that I

forgot about their existence. Most people
don't take that lightly, and they take it very
personally. But here's the thing, there are
no exceptions with my object permanence.
I forget that my own mother exists sometimes. But it isn't by choice, and it isn't
done with harmful intent.
You would not believe the amount of
times that my friends have gotten angry
with me because of this. They aren't wrong
for being angry, so I'm not going to say that
they shouldn'E- be. However, it is incredibly exhausting to explain these things to so
many people only for them to say that they
kind of get it or that I shouldn't do it anymore.
I'm not sorry for things I can't control, or
things that I've tried so hard to fix and can't
any longer. I'm not blaming anybody for
their emotions, as we can't control how we
feel. But I am trying my best to educate as
many people as I can, so that the world becomes a more accepting place. And I hope
that you'll try, too.
Ian Stobaugh is a freshman German major. He can be contacted at 581-1812 or amstobaugh@eiu.edu.
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Letters to the Editor
Those interested can inquire at opinions.
DEN@gmail.com for all opinion questions,
submissions and letters to the editor.
Please allow a week for us to publish letters to the editor.
The Editor reserves the right to not publish
letters. Letters that are 250 words or less
will be prioritized, but longer ones will be
considered by the editorial board.
Please include your name and phone number to verify letters.
For more information please call
217-581-2812.

We're Hiring!
We have openings for those who enjoy:
Photography
Editing
Design
Opinions
Call 581-2812 for more information.

Recognizing cultural appropriation
It's Sept. 22, and my friends and I are congregating in LSD's lobby. When we're getting ready to leave for dinner, a woman asks
if we're here for the transfer event: Catch Your
Dreams.
Catch Your Dreams was a transfer event
put on by the Living Learning Communities events staff. It was advertised as an event
where Career Services would be helping do
career planning while making dream catchers.
Dream catchers are an important part of
various Native American tribes, one specifically originating from the Ojibwa tribe . The
legend is that a Spider Woman could not
reach all the baby cradles when the Ojibwe
nation dispersed so dream catchers were
weaved like webs to catch bad dreams.
I first encountered the original advertisement of the event when it was sent to a Snapchat group chat. It was sent with bewilderment and met with that emotion and more:
outrage, disbelief, etc . Our entire group
seemed in shock that the university would
even approve of this idea.
It seemed disrespectful and borderline, if
not straight up, cultural appropriation.
Yes, I understand that the term has become a buzzword of sorts. However, there is

~

---.

Killeen Reidy
a big difference between cultural appreciation and appropriation. Cultural appreciation
is something to be cherished but can only be
achieved with the intent to understand and
learn about another culture, preferably with
someone a part of the culture. Appropriation
is when you take something from another culture for personal interest: because you think
it's pretty or cool. To my knowledge there was
no person of indigenous descent there to help
create these culturally significant items or explain the importance. Instead it was run by
two white feminine presenting people and
treated as a fun arts and craft project.

In defense of the LLC event staff, a later
post did instead advertise the items as "mobiles". However, you can still find the original advertisement which has a dream catcher in the background. While I understand the
event staff most likely wants to have themes
around their events, there are other dream
crafts one can do. For example, they could
have done dream boards using a mixture of
collage, text, drawing, etc. That could have
been a fun and involved craft students could
partake in which would even serve them after the event as a reminder of their goals,
which the whole event was supposed to center around.
With all this in mind, my friends and I declined the very polite invitation with little
hesitance and made our way to dinner. Due
to this I can only actually speculate how the
craft was treated but nowhere on their social
media did I see them discuss or show the importance of these items to native people. I
can only hope that in the future, Eastern as
a whole will be more conscious of respecting
and appreciating other cultures
Killeen Reidy is a junior English major. They can
be reached at krreidy@eiu.edu or at 581-2812.
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OVC play underway for volleyball.teams
By Adam Tumino
Sports Editor I@adam_tumino

Southeast Missouri

After about a month of nonconference play, the volleyball teams of the
OVC have started playing the matches that matter the most.
Let's take a look at the teams in
order of the standings and how each
performed in the first conference
matches.

The Redhawks are one of two teams
with a 1-1 record in the conference.
They split a pair of road matches
against Tennessee State, winning 3-2
and then losing 3-1.
They have one of the conference's
top offensive players in Laney Malloy,
who ranks third in the conference with
4 kills per set.

Murray State

Tennessee-Martin

The Racers are one of three OVC
teams to start the conference season
2-0.
They won a pair of matches at
home against Eastern in straight
sets, outhitting the Panthers in both
matches.
Murray State still leads the OVC
in kills per set and hitting percentage
and ranks second in the nation in kills
per set. As a team, the Racers lead the
nation with 14.9 kills per set.

The Skyhawks are also 1-1 this season after splitting a pair of matches
against Belmont.
They started the season slow but
have now won four of their last five
matches overall, with all four wins
coming in straight sets.

Austin Peay
The Governors also started 2-0
this season, winning a pair of home
matches against Morehead State.
They won the first match 3-2 and
the second 3-1.
Austin Peay is tied for second in
the OVC with a .202 hitting percentage this season and rank fifth with
12.37 kills per set.

Tennessee Tech
The Golden Eagles are the final unbeaten OVC team after the opening
conference matches.
They went on the road and beat
Southern Illinois-Edwardsville twice,
by scores of 3-0 and 3-1.
The Golden Eagles are in the middle of the pack statistically, at least offensively, but lead the conference in
blocks per set.

Belmont
The Bruins entered conference play
on an eight-match losing streak, but
have started conference play 2-1.
They beat Tennessee State in a
midweek opener and then split a pair
of matches with Tennessee-Martin,
winning 3-1 and losing 3-0.
The Bruins still rank near the bottom of the conference statistically
due to their slow start, but are now
among the conference's top teams in
the standings.

Tennessee State
After a blistering start in nonconference play, the Tigers dropped their
conference opener to Belmont, which
had the worst nonconference record.
They then lost again to Southeast
Missouri before winning the second
match against the Redhawks.
The Tigers still rank second in the
conference and fourth in the nation in
kills per set.

Eastern
The Panthers dropped a pair of
matches to Murray State to extend
their season-long losing streak to four
matches, which also equals their longest winning streak this season.
The Panthers are the top serving
team in the OVC, averaging 2.07 service aces per set.

Morehead State
The Eagles dropped a pair of matches to Austin Peay to fall to 0-2.
•
They have one of the top offensive
players in the OVC in outside hitter
Olivia Lohmeier, who ranks second in
the conference with 4.49 kills per set.

Southern Illinois-Edwardsville
The Cougars have the worst overall
record in the conference at 3-10 after
losing two conference matches to Tennessee Tech.
They have the fewest kills per set in
the OVC with 10.45.
ADAM TUMINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Adam Tumino con be reached at 5812812 or ojtumino@eiu.edu.

Eastern outside Kylie Michael drops to a knee to receive a serve in a match against Indiana State on Sept. 19 in
Lantz Arena. Michael had 8 kills in the match, which Eastern lost 3-1.

Summit League men's soccer teams open -conference\_play
By Adam Tuminq
Sports Editor I@adam_tumino

ASHANTI THOMAS I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Eastern midfielder Chad Hamler races a pair of opponents to the ball in a match against Purdue Fort Wayne on
Sept. 7 at Lakeside Field. Hamler had a shot in the game, which Eastern lost 1-0.

The Eastern men's soccer team is
one of just two teams in the Summit
League to win its conference opener
over the weekend.
The Panthers beat St. Thomas 1-0
to get the win, with sophomore defender Brennan Rzewuski netting the
game winning goal and goalkeeper
Jonathan Burke recording the shutout.
They were named Summit League
Offensive and Defensive Player of the
Week respectively for their efforts.
Also starting 1-0 was Denver, beating Western Illinois 2-1.
Denver got goals from Stefan DeLeone and Jake Mecham while goalkeeper while outshooting Western 14 to 7
as a team.
Oral Roberts and Kansas City
played to a 1-1 tie in their opener

against each other. Oral Roberts' goal
came from Dante Brigida and Kansas
City's came from Vlad Jokic.
Brigida leads the conference with 5
goals.
l
Western and St•. Thomas, as previously mentioned, each start the conference season winless.
The Leathernecks got a goal from
Arian Mehrang in the loss.
St. Thomas was shut out by Eastern,
but goalkeeper Tucker Mann made 5
saves in the match. It was the first ever
Summit League match for the Tommies, who are new to the conference
after jumping from Division III.
Omaha is the only team that has
not yet played a conference match.
They will on Oct. 2 against Kansas
City.
Adam Tumino con be reached at
581·2812orajtumin0@eiu.edu.

